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DOUG COUGHRAN — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [12.08 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the passing of 
a distinguished Western Australian public servant, Mr Doug Coughran. Mr Coughran had a distinguished public 
sector career of 36 years, working in what is now known as the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions and its predecessor agencies. Doug pioneered many of the safe techniques for the rescue of beached and 
entangled dolphins and whales, as well as for the humane euthanasia of large whales, with these techniques now 
internationally recognised as best practice. He personally saved the life of many whales with nothing more than his 
bare hands, a long knife and a dinghy. Doug was invited to join the International Whaling Commission’s expert panel 
to set international standards and protocols for whale strandings, welfare and training. His work gave credit to the 
ingenuity of Western Australians and the passion we all have for our aquatic wildlife. I had the pleasure to have 
previously been his minister, when I was Minister for the Environment back in the Carpenter government, and bear 
witness to his passion and professionalism. I was so impressed by his work, dedication and decency that I nominated 
him for the Order of Australia, which I am pleased he received in 2010. It is a fitting tribute, as I am advised by the 
Minister for Environment, Hon Stephen Dawson, that a new DBCA marine patrol vessel to be used for marine 
mammal incidence response amongst other duties, will be named in his honour. On behalf of the government of 
Western Australia, I pass on our regards to Doug’s family and friends. 
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